
 

Title:  Research Assistant, Junior 

Work Location:  College of Charleston, South Carolina 

Employee Type:  Temporary/Part-Time; hours are flexible – 10 hours/week during academic year; 40 hours/week 

during summer 

Duration of Assignment:  14 weeks, with an opportunity for an additional 8-12 weeks during the summer 

Job Type:  Science Support Staff 

Education:  Must be an undergraduate student.  

Travel:  No 

Desired Start Date:  2/3/2020 

Salary:  $12.00/hour 
 

Post Date: 11/1/2019 

Contact Information:  PSI Human Resources, Email:  hr@psi.edu  
 

Summary Job Description:   

The Planetary Science Institute (PSI) is currently seeking an undergraduate student to assist with a new research 

project searching for and characterizing water on Cybele and Hilda asteroids. 

 

Responsibilities will include: 

 Helping commission a new instrument for the College of Charleston observatory; 

 Preparing for telescopic observing runs; 

 Taking photometric and spectroscopic observations; 

 Cleaning and analyzing CCD images; 

 Archiving data in NASA archival systems; 

 Contributing to collaborative publications as a co-author; and 

 Assisting with demonstrations of spectroscopy at a local public high school one (1) day per semester. 

 

The skills, knowledge, and minimum qualifications required for this position are as follows: 

 Current undergraduate student specializing in astronomy, physics or a related field.  

 Prior research experience is desired, but not required. 

 The student will receive training for each task. 

 Equipment will be provided. 

 The student is expected to attend a group research meeting once per week as part of their paid hours, though 

consideration will be given during spring break and exams week. 
 

Note:  Management may assign or reassign duties and responsibilities to this job at any time.  This description is 

intended to be generic in nature.  It is not intended to determine specific duties and responsibilities of any 

particular position.   
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To apply for the position: 
If you are interested in applying for this position and you meet the required qualifications for the opening, please 
submit the following documents to hr@psi.edu: 

 A cover letter that addresses your interest and qualifications for this position. 

 Resume 

 Completed Application and Voluntary Self-Identification form (can be found on www.psi.edu where this 
position is posted or by sending a request to hr@psi.edu).  

 
PSI is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.  All qualified applicants will receive consideration 

 for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability status, protected 
 veteran status, or any other characteristic protected by law. 

 
              
 
The Planetary Science Institute is a private, nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to Solar System exploration. It is headquartered in 
Tucson, Arizona, where it was founded in 1972. PSI scientists and educators are involved in numerous NASA and international missions, the 
study of Mars and other planets, the Moon, asteroids, comets, interplanetary dust, impact physics, the origin of the solar system, extra-
solar planet formation, dynamics, the rise of life, and other areas of research. They conduct fieldwork on all continents of the Earth. They 
are also actively involved in science education and public outreach though school programs, children's books, popular science books and 
art. Today, PSI is the largest non-governmental employer of planetary scientists in the world.  PSI scientists and educators are based in 28 
states and the District of Columbia, as well as Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Latvia, New Zealand, Russia, Serbia, South 
Africa, and the United Kingdom. As of 2015, 44% of PSI Principal Investigators are women. In 2014, PSI was ranked 20th in the nation for 
workplace efficiency and flexibility among US corporations by the Families and Work Institute and the Society for Human Resource 
Management. 
 
PSI provides an excellent benefits package which includes retirement, medical, dental, life, short- and long-term disability plans for 
qualified employees who work at least half-time.  Please view the PSI website for more information:  www.psi.edu.   
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